
Congregational Library & Archives

14 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
info@14beacon.org
URL: http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org

Chicago, Ill. Union Park Congregational Church
records, 1896-1918. RG5348

This finding aid was produced using ArchivesSpace on October 23, 2018.
English
DACS2 - 2013

mailto:info@14beacon.org
http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org


Chicago, Ill. Union Park Congregational Church records, 1896-1918. RG5348

- Page 2 -

Table of Contents

Summary Information  ....................................................................................................................................   3

Historical Note  ...............................................................................................................................................   4

Scope and Contents  ........................................................................................................................................  4

Administrative Information  ............................................................................................................................  4

Controlled Access Headings  ..........................................................................................................................   5

Bibliography  ...................................................................................................................................................   5

Collection Inventory  .......................................................................................................................................  6



Chicago, Ill. Union Park Congregational Church records, 1896-1918. RG5348

- Page 3-

Summary Information

Repository: Congregational Library & Archives

Creator: Union Park Congregational Church (Chicago, Ill.)

Creator: New First Congregational Church (Chicago, Ill.)

Title: Chicago, Ill. Union Park Congregational Church records, 1896-1918.

ID: RG5348

Date [inclusive]: 1896-1918

Physical Description: 1 Volume 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Union Park Congregational Church first gathered in 1860 as
a mission of the First Congregational Church of Chicago. In 1869,
construction began on a new gothic revival church building, designed
by Gurdon P. Randall. Construction of the building was completed
in 1871 and was large enough to hold all of its 1300 members. The
building is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Following the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, the Mayor's Office, City
Council, and General Relief Committee of Chicago were temporarily
headquartered in the church building. Another fire in 1911 destroyed
the First Congregational Church building and its members decided
to merge with the Union Park Congregational Church. Following the
merger, the church was renamed the New First Congregational Church.
The First Congregational Church moved out of the building in 1976
to Humboldt Park to better serve its primarily Hispanic congregants.
The primarily African American congregants who remained renamed
the building the First Baptist Congregational Church of Chicago. Both
parishes continue to operate today. The Union Park church register
contains membership records including baptismal records, marriage
records, membership transfers, and lists of deacons and other officers.

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], in the Chicago, Ill. Union Park Congregational Church records,
1896-1918, RG5348. The Congregational Library & Archives, Boston, MA.
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Historical Note

The Union Park Congregational Church first gathered in 1860 as a mission of the First Congregational
Church of Chicago. In 1869, construction began on a new gothic revival church building, designed by
Gurdon P. Randall. Construction of the building was completed in 1871 and was large enough to hold all
of its 1300 members. The building is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Following
the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, the Mayor's Office, City Council, and General Relief Committee of
Chicago were temporarily headquartered in the church building. Another fire in 1911 destroyed the First
Congregational Church building and its members decided to merge with the Union Park Congregational
Church. Following the merger, the church was renamed the New First Congregational Church. The First
Congregational Church moved out of the building in 1976 to Humboldt Park to better serve its primarily
Hispanic congregants. The primarily African American congregants who remained renamed the building
the First Baptist Congregational Church of Chicago. Both parishes continue to operate today.
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Scope and Contents

The Union Park church register contains membership records including baptismal records, marriage
records, membership transfers, and lists of deacons and other officers.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Congregational Library & Archives

14 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
info@14beacon.org
URL: http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org

Revision Description
William McCarthy. Made minor changes to the finding aid to make it more accurate. 2018-10-23
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Restrictions on Access

Access to this collection is unrestricted and open to the public.

Restrictions on Use

Items in this collection are subject to U.S. Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher to
determine the copyright status of collection items and to secure any permissions necessary for their
reproduction and publication. Requests for permission to publish material must be discussed with the
archivist or librarian.

Acquisition Information

Materials were gifted to the Congregational Library & Archives by the Chicago Theological
Seminary in 2014; Accession: 2017-13.

Processing Information

Processed by William McCarthy, July 2017, using DACS Second Edition.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Baptismal records.
• Chicago (Ill.) -- Church history.
• Church records and registers -- Illinois -- Chicago.
• Marriage records.
• Union Park Congregational Church (Chicago, Ill.)
• New First Congregational Church (Chicago, Ill.)

Bibliography

"History." Chicago's First Congregational Church. Dec. 29, 2017. http://fcc-chicago.com/about/history/.
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Church Register and Record, 1896-1918 box 1 volume 5
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