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Summary Information

Repository: Congregational Library & Archives

Creator: Sayles Memorial Church (Lincoln, RI)

Creator: Einerson, Richard J.

Creator: Erikson, David M.

Title: Lincoln, RI. Sayles Memorial Church records, 1860-2012.

ID: RG5381

Date [inclusive]: 1860-2012

Physical Description: 5.24 Cubic Feet (6 boxes) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: William Francis Sayles gathered together 36 residents of Moshassuck
(later Saylesville) in June 1860. At first they organized the Friends'
District Union Sabbath School, which would be become Sayles
Memorial Church. Mr. Sayles had originally opened the school for
his employees' children but in 1873 decided to build Sayles Memorial
Chapel. The building was partially a memorial to both his and his
brother's dead children. The church remained a part of the Sayles
estate until the 1950s. In 1954 the Parish House was given to the
church and by 1959 so had the Chapel. The original parish house was
renovated between 1961 and 1962 but fell victim to a fire only a year
later. With fire insurance and help from the community, the church
rebuilt again and the newest Chapel was completed in 1965. The
church continued to function until January 1, 2012, when Pawtucket
Congregational and Sayles Memorial Churches merged to form Chapel
Street Congregational Church. This collection of the Sayles Memorial
Church includes annual reports, projects and programs, historical
information, pastoral records, printed material, membership and
executive council reports, various organizational records and financial
information.

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], in the Lincoln, RI. Sayles Memorial Church records, 1860-2012, RG5381.
The Congregational Library & Archives, Boston, MA.
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Biographical / Historical

William Francis Sayles gathered together 36 residents of Moshassuck (later Saylesville) in June 1860.
At first they organized the Friends' District Union Sabbath School, which would be become Sayles
Memorial Church. Mr. Sayles had originally opened the school for his employees' children but in 1873
decided to build Sayles Memorial Chapel. The building was partially a memorial to both his and his
brother's dead children. The church remained a part of the Sayles estate until the 1950s. In 1954 the
Parish House was given to the church and by 1959 so had the Chapel. The original parish house was
renovated between 1961 and 1962 but fell victim to a fire only a year later. With fire insurance and help
from the community, the church rebuilt again and the newest Chapel was completed in 1965. The church
continued to function until January 1, 2012, when Pawtucket Congregational and Sayles Memorial
Churches merged to form Chapel Street Congregational Church.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

This collection of the Sayles Memorial Church includes annual reports, projects and programs, historical
information, pastoral records, printed material, membership and executive council reports, various
organizational records and financial information.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The Sayles Memorial Church records are arranged into three series and seventeen sub-series. Each
individual sub-series is arranged chronologically.

Series 1: Organizations, 1860-2011.

Subseries 1: Sunday School Records, 1860-1977.

Subseries 2: Women's Auxiliary Records, 1900-1930.
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Subseries 3: OJS Reports, 1916-1954.

Subseries 4: Organizational Reports, 1918-1942.

Subseries 5: Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1943-1982.

Subseries 6: Pastoral Supply Committee Records, 1953-1954.

Subseries 7: Pilgrim Fellowship Reports, 1962-1966.

Subseries 8: Women's Guild Reports, 1962-1970.

Subseries 9: Diaconate Board Meeting Minutes, 1968-2011.

Subseries 10: Naomi Chapter Records, 1972-1986.

Series 2: Church Records, 1860-2012.

Subseries 1: Annual Reports, 1860-2011.

Subseries 2: Projects and Programs, 1881-1998.

Subseries 3: Historical Information, 1910-2012.

Subseries 4: Pastoral Records, 1918-2005.

Subseries 5: Printed Materials, 1930-2010.

Subseries 6: Membership, 1955-1998.

Subseries 7: Executive Council Records, 1982-2012.

Series 3: Finances, 1894-2000.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Congregational Library & Archives

14 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
info@14beacon.org
URL: http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org

Restrictions on Access

Access to this collection is unrestricted and open to the public.

Restrictions on Use

Items in this collection are subject to U.S. Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher to
determine the copyright status of collection items and to secure any permissions necessary for their
reproduction and publication. Requests for permission to publish material must be discussed with the
archivist or librarian.

Acquisition Information

Received in circa 2017; Accession: 2018-24.

Processing Information

Accessioned by Jessica Steytler in 2018. Processed by William McCarthy in November 2018.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Church finance.
• Church membership.
• Pastors.
• Community organization.
• Church history.
• Women church historians.

mailto:info@14beacon.org
http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org
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• Church newsletters.
• Worship programs.
• Walker, Kurt
• Sayles, William Francis, 1824-1894
• Einerson, Richard J.
• Erikson, David M.

Bibliography

Laxton-Kelley, Mildred. "Brief History of Sayles Memorial Church". 1976.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Collection Inventory

Organizations, 1860-2011
Physical Description: 62 Items (61 folders, 1 volume) 

Scope and Contents

This series contains records on the various organizations of the Sayles Memorial Church. Organizations include the
Sunday School, Women's Auxiliary, OJS, Prudential Committee, Pastoral Supply, Pilgrim Fellowship, Women's
Guild, Diaconate Board, Naomi Chapter, Missionary Society, Priscilla Chapter, Music Committee, Board of
Christian Education and Men's Club.

Sunday School Records, 1860-1977
Physical Description: 5 Items (4 folders, 1 volume) 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains the records of the Sayles Memorial Church Sunday School.

Title/Description Instances

Sunday School Records, 1860-1876 box 4 folder 1

Sunday School Records, 1876-1882 box 4 folder 2

Sunday School Records, 1882-1898 box 6 volume 1

Sunday School Information, 1903-1905, 1977 box 4 folder 21

Sunday School Records, 1930-1944 box 4 folder 3

Women's Auxiliary Records, 1900-1930
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Physical Description: 4 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains Women's Auxiliary minutes, finances and secretary's notes.

Title/Description Instances

Women's Auxiliary Finance Book, 1900-1910 box 4 folder 4

Women's Auxiliary Secretary Book, 1907-1918 box 4 folder 5

Women's Auxiliary Minute Book, 1918-1930 box 4 folder 6

Women's Auxiliary Payments, 1924-1925 box 4 folder 12

OJS Reports, 1916-1954
Physical Description: 7 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains reports and meeting minutes for the OJS, which is believed to be the "Order of Jubilee
Societies" (although not a certainty).

Title/Description Instances

OJS Meeting Minutes, 1916-1936 box 4 folder 8

OJS Meeting Minutes, 1936-1945 box 2 folder 12

OJS Reports (copies), 1937-1946 box 2 folder 13

OJS Membership and Finances, 1937-1953 box 2 folder 14

OJS Meeting Minutes, 1946-1953 box 2 folder 15

OJS Meeting Notes, June 1949-June 1950 box 2 folder 16

OJS Programs, 1953-1954 box 2 folder 17

Organizational Reports, 1918-1942
Physical Description: 16 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains organizational reports of the Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Organizational Reports, 1918-1919 box 1 folder 9

Organizational Reports, 1919-1920 box 1 folder 10

Organizational Reports, 1924-1926 box 1 folder 11

Organizational Reports, 1927-1928 box 1 folder 12

Organizational Reports, 1928-1929 box 1 folder 13

Organizational Reports, 1929-1930
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box 1 folder 14

Organizational Reports, 1930 box 1 folder 15

Organizational Reports, 1931 box 1 folder 16

Organizational Reports, 1932 box 1 folder 17

Organizational Reports, 1933 box 1 folder 18

Organizational Reports, 1933-1934 box 1 folder 19

Organizational Reports, 1935-1936 box 1 folder 20

Organizational Reports, 1936-1937 box 1 folder 21

Organizational Reports, 1938-1939 box 1 folder 22

Organizational Reports, 1939-1940 box 1 folder 23

Organizational Reports, 1940-1942 box 1 folder 24

Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1943-1982
Physical Description: 5 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains Prudential Committee meeting minutes of the Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1943-1950 box 1 folder 25

Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1947-1951 box 1 folder 26

Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1961-1969 box 1 folder 27

Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1970-1976 box 1 folder 28

Prudential Committee Meeting Minutes, 1977-1982 box 1 folder 29

Pastoral Supply Committee Records, 1953-1954
Physical Description: 2 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains records for the Pastoral Committee of the Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Pastoral Supply Committee Records, 1953 box 2 folder 18

Pastoral Supply Committee Records, 1954 box 2 folder 19

Pilgrim Fellowship Reports, 1962-1966
Physical Description: 3 Folders 
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Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains meeting minutes and reports of the Pilgrim Fellowship.

Title/Description Instances

Pilgrim Fellowship Reports and Handouts, 1962-1965 box 2 folder 20

Pilgrim Fellowship Meeting Minutes, 1962-1965 box 2 folder 21

Pilgrim Fellowship Meeting Minutes, 1965-1966 box 2 folder 22

Women's Guild Reports, 1962-1970
Physical Description: 3 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains meeting minutes and records of the Women's Guild.

Title/Description Instances

Women's Guild Notes, 1962-1970 box 2 folder 23

Women's Guild Report, 1969 box 2 folder 24

Women's Guild Board Meeting, 1969-1970 box 2 folder 25

Diaconate Board Meeting Minutes, 1968-2011
Physical Description: 9 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains meeting minutes of the Diaconate Council.

Title/Description Instances

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1968-1972 box 1 folder 30

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1975-1980 box 1 folder 31

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1981-1983 box 1 folder 32

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1984-1985 box 1 folder 33

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1986-1989 box 1 folder 34

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1989-1996 box 1 folder 35

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 1996-2001 box 1 folder 36

Diaconate Meeting Minutes, 2001-2009 box 1 folder 37

Meeting of the United Diaconate, 2010-2011 box 1 folder 38

Naomi Chapter Records, 1972-1986
Physical Description: 2 Folders 
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Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains records of the Naomi Chapter of Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Naomi Chapter Records, 1972-1981 box 2 folder 26

Naomi Chapter Records, 1981-1986 box 2 folder 27

Missionary Society Meeting Minutes, 1927-1930 box 4 folder 9

Priscilla Chapter Meeting Minutes, 1969-1970 box 2 folder 29

Music Committee Meeting Minutes, 1983-1997 box 2 folder 30

Board of Christian Education, 1988, 1997 box 2 folder 31

Outreach Meeting Minutes, 2000, undated box 2 folder 32

Men's Club By-Laws, undated box 2 folder 47

^ Return to Table of Contents

Church Records, 1860-2012
Physical Description: 124 Items (122 folders, 2 volumes) 

Scope and Contents

This series contains annual reports, projects and programs, historical information, pastoral records, printed material,
membership and executive council reports of the Sayles Memorial Church.

Annual Reports, 1860-2011
Physical Description: 11 Items (10 folders, 1 volume) 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains annual reports of the Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Church Records, 1860-1954 box 6 volume 3

Society Meeting Minutes, 1882-1915 box 4 folder 7

Annual Meeting Minutes, 1963-1982 box 2 folder 28

Annual Reports, 1964-1970 box 1 folder 1

Annual Reports, 1971-1978 box 1 folder 2

Annual Reports, 1978-1985 box 1 folder 3

Special Meeting Reports, 1982-1999 box 1 folder 4

Annual Reports, 1986-1992 box 1 folder 5
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Annual Reports, 1993-1999 box 1 folder 6

Annual Reports, 2000-2004 box 1 folder 7

Annual Reports, 2005-2011 box 1 folder 8

Projects and Programs, 1881-1998
Physical Description: 9 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains records on projects and programs from the Sayles Memorial Church such as the Tower
Repair project and the Camp Friendship program.

Title/Description Instances

Activities, 1881-1967 box 4 folder 20

Building Assessment, June 3, 1955 box 4 folder 22

Tower Repair Project, 1976-1981 box 4 folder 24

Events and Entertainment, 1979-1993 box 4 folder 25

Tower Repair Project Photos, 1980 box 4 folder 26

Tower Repair Project, 1982-1985 box 4 folder 27

Programs and Flyers, 1990-2002 box 4 folder 28

Weathervane Purchase, 1995-1996 box 4 folder 30

Camp Friendship, 1996-1998 box 4 folder 31

Historical Information, 1910-2012
Physical Description: 20 Items (19 folders, 1 volume) 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains historical information of the Sayles Memorial Church, including by-laws, histories,
anniversaries and reflections.

Title/Description Instances

Scrapbook, 1910-1946 box 6 volume 2

Call to Military Service, September 12th, 1918 box 1 folder 47

Constitution and By-Laws of Memorial Chapel Congregational
Church, January 17, 1925

box 2 folder 33

Resolutions, 1928-1929 box 2 folder 34

Tercentenary Review, 1936 box 2 folder 35

Appointment of Acting Treasurer, December 22, 1939 box 2 folder 36

Historical Sketches, 1940-1973 box 2 folder 37
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Job Responsibilities, 1946, undated box 2 folder 38

Birthday Calendar, 1947 box 5 folder 2

Sayles Memorial Church By-Laws and First Meeting, 1954 box 2 folder 39

By-Laws, 1954-1955 box 5 folder 3

Incorporation Information, 1954-1992 box 5 folder 20

By-Laws, 1957 box 2 folder 40

100th Anniversary, 1960 box 2 folder 41

Church Historian's Notes and Reports, 1961-1982 box 2 folder 42

By-Laws, 1973-1975, 1981 box 2 folder 43

Architectural Sketches, October 1, 1981 box 5 folder 21

125th Anniversary, 1998 box 2 folder 44

Sharing Reflections of the Century, 1999 box 2 folder 45

Sayles and Pawtucket Merger, 2006-2012 box 2 folder 46

Pastoral Records, 1918-2005
Physical Description: 10 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains information related to the various pastors of Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Par Raise Authorization, December 2, 1912 box 1 folder 46

Letter of Thanks, January 19, 1918 box 2 folder 48

Charles W. Chase Letters and Notes, 1953-1954 box 2 folder 49

Installation of Reverend Stuart Camp Brush, 1961 box 2 folder 50

Ministry of Reverend Richard J. Einerson, 1968-1984 box 2 folder 51

Ministry of Reverend David M. Erickson, 1976-1981 box 2 folder 52

Pastoral Call of Reverend William Cabelll, Jr., 1981-1982 box 2 folder 53

Sermons, 1988 box 2 folder 54

New Pastors, 1991, 2005 box 1 folder 45

The Rebellion of St. Timothy, undated box 2 folder 55

Printed Materials, 1930-2010
Physical Description: 54 Folders 
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Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains printed material created by the Sayles Memorial Church, including order's of worship and
newsletters.

Title/Description Instances

Order of Worship, 1930-1935 box 2 folder 56

Other Church's Order of Worship, 1953-1954 box 2 folder 57

Order of Worship, 1956-1964 box 2 folder 58

Order of Worship, 1983-1985 box 2 folder 59

Order of Worship, 1991 box 5 folder 4

Order of Worship, 1992 box 5 folder 5

Order of Worship, 1993 box 5 folder 6

Order of Worship, 1994 box 5 folder 7

Order of Worship, 1995 box 5 folder 8

Order of Worship, 1996 box 5 folder 9

Order of Worship, 1997 box 5 folder 10

Order of Worship, 1998 box 5 folder 11

Order of Worship, 1999 box 5 folder 12

Order of Worship, 2000 box 5 folder 13

Order of Worship, 2001 box 5 folder 14

Order of Worship, 2002 box 5 folder 15

Order of Worship, 2003 box 5 folder 16

Order of Worship, 2004 box 5 folder 17

Order of Worship, 2005 box 5 folder 18

Order of Worship, 2006-2007 box 5 folder 19

Order of Worship, 2008 box 2 folder 60

The Lamp, January 1963-May 1965 box 2 folder 61

The Lamp, June 1965-October 1967 box 2 folder 62

The Lamp, November 1967-December 1968 box 2 folder 63

The Lamp, January 1969-December 1970 box 2 folder 64

The Lamp, January 1971-December 1972 box 3 folder 1

The Lamp, January 1973-October 1975 box 3 folder 2

The Lamp, November 1975-June 1977 box 3 folder 3
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The Lamp, September 1977-May 1979 box 3 folder 4

The Lamp, June 1979-December 1980 box 3 folder 5

The Lamp, January 1981-December 1982 box 3 folder 6

The Lamp, January 1983-April 1985 box 3 folder 7

The Lamp, May 1985-June 1987 box 3 folder 8

The Lamp, July 1987-May 1989 box 3 folder 9

The Lamp, June 1989- February 1991 box 3 folder 10

The Lamp, March 1991-December 1992 box 3 folder 11

The Lamp, January 1993-August 1994 box 3 folder 12

The Lamp, September 1994-November 1995 box 3 folder 13

The Lamp, December 1995-September 1996 box 3 folder 14

The Lamp, October 1996-August 1997 box 3 folder 15

The Lamp, September 1997-March 1998 box 3 folder 16

The Lamp, April 1998-March 1999 box 3 folder 17

The Lamp, April 1999-June 2000 box 3 folder 18

The Lamp, July 2000-May 2001 box 3 folder 19

The Lamp, June 2001-August 2002 box 3 folder 20

The Lamp, September 2002-November 2003 box 3 folder 21

The Lamp, December 2003-January 2005 box 3 folder 22

The Lamp, February 2005-March 2006 box 3 folder 23

The Lamp, April 2006-September 2007 box 3 folder 24

The Lamp, October 2007-September 2008 box 3 folder 25

The Lamp, October 2008-June 2009 box 3 folder 26

The Lamp, 2009-February 2010 box 3 folder 27

Youth's Echo, October 1966 box 4 folder 23

Newsletters, 1994-2001 box 4 folder 29

Membership, 1955-1998
Physical Description: 3 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains membership information of the Sayles Memorial Church, including a yearbook, directory
and roll call list.

Title/Description Instances
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Yearbooks, 1955-1962 box 4 folder 17

Roll Call Book, 1955-1965 box 4 folder 18

Handbook and Directories , 1960-1998 box 4 folder 19

Executive Council Records, 1982-2012
Physical Description: 17 Folders 

Scope and Contents

This sub-series contains meeting minutes from the executive council of the Sayles Memorial Church.

Title/Description Instances

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1982-1984 box 1 folder 39

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1985-1987 box 1 folder 40

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1988 box 1 folder 41

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1994 box 1 folder 42

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1995 box 1 folder 43

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1996 box 1 folder 44

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1997 box 2 folder 1

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1998 box 2 folder 2

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 1999 box 2 folder 3

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2000 box 2 folder 4

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2001-2003 box 2 folder 5

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2004 box 2 folder 6

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2005 box 2 folder 7

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2006 box 2 folder 8

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2007 box 2 folder 9

Executive Council Meeting Minutes, 2008-2009 box 2 folder 10

Combined Meeting of Executive and Governing Board,
2011-2012

box 2 folder 11

^ Return to Table of Contents

Finances, 1894-2000
Physical Description: 7 Folders 
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Scope and Contents

This series contains financial information related to the Sayles Memorial Church, including financial books,
stewardship campaigns and a copy of William F. Sayles will.

Title/Description Instances

Copy of William F. Sayles Will, 1894 box 4 folder 11

Account Book for Golden Rule Class, 1913 box 5 folder 1

Finance Book, 1917-1937 box 4 folder 10

Related to William Sayles Will, 1939, 1961 box 4 folder 13

Stewardship Campaigns, 1961-1978 box 4 folder 14

Stewardship Campaigns, 1979-1985 box 4 folder 15

Stewardship Campaigns, 1996, 2000 box 4 folder 16

^ Return to Table of Contents
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