
Congregational Library & Archives

14 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
URL: http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org

Michael McGiffert manuscript, circa 2000-2017.
MS5362

This finding aid was produced using ArchivesSpace on February 05, 2018.
English
DACS2 - 2013

http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org


Michael McGiffert manuscript, circa 2000-2017. MS5362

- Page 2 -

Table of Contents

Summary Information  ....................................................................................................................................   3

Biographical Note  ..........................................................................................................................................   3

Scope and Contents  ........................................................................................................................................  4

Arrangement  ...................................................................................................................................................   4

Administrative Information  ............................................................................................................................  4

Controlled Access Headings  ..........................................................................................................................   5

Technical Requirements  .................................................................................................................................   6

Bibliography  ...................................................................................................................................................   6

Collection Inventory  .......................................................................................................................................  6



Michael McGiffert manuscript, circa 2000-2017. MS5362

- Page 3-

Summary Information

Repository: Congregational Library & Archives

Creator - aut: McGiffert, Michael

Creator - aui: Bremer, Francis J.

Title: Michael McGiffert manuscript, circa 2000-2017.

ID: MS5362

Date [inclusive]: circa 2000 - 2017

Physical Description: 1.27 Cubic Feet (2 boxes) 

Physical Description: 0.00451 Gigabytes (61 files) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Michael McGiffert was born on October 5, 1928. He devoted his
career to education and research, teaching at Colgate University, the
University of Denver, and the College of William and Mary, where
he also served as the editor of the William and Mary Quarterly. He
died July 2, 2016. The Michael McGiffert manuscript is a unfinished
encyclopedic book titled "God's Covenants: A Study of Evangelical
and Ecclesial Puritanism" whose scope covers 16th and 17th century
puritan thought on the subject of covenant theology.

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], in the Michael McGiffert manuscript, circa 2000-2017, MS5362. The
Congregational Library & Archives, Boston, MA.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Michael McGiffert was born on October 5, 1928. He graduated from Harvard in 1949 and later received
B.D. and Ph.D. degrees from Yale. After graduating, McGiffert began a long career as an educator
and Colonial American historian. From 1954-1972, McGiffert taught at Colgate University and the
University of Denver while writing books and articles on American thought, Puritanism, and a history
of higher education in Colorado. In 1960, he married Genevieve White Mischel, an opera director and
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voice instructor. After Colorado, McGiffert moved to Williamsburg, Virginia, to teach at the College
of William and Mary. While there, he became the editor for the William and Mary Quarterly. He was
also the founder of the Unitarian Universalist church in Williamsburg. McGiffert died on July 2, 2016 in
Williamsburg.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

The Michael McGiffert manuscript is a unfinished encyclopedic book titled "God's Covenants: A Study
of Evangelical and Ecclesial Puritanism." The scope of the work includes "virtually every English,
Scottish, and American" theological thinker from the sixteenth and seventeenth century who wrote about
covenant theology. Also included is a brief introduction written by Francis J. Bremer that documents
the history of the work and its importance to the field of theological literature. Each chapter includes
extensive endnotes or footnotes.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

This collection has been arranged in chapter order, with each chapter occupying a single folder.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Congregational Library & Archives

14 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
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Restrictions on Access

Access to this collection is unrestricted and open to the public.

Restrictions on Use

Items in this collection are subject to U.S. Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher
to determine copyright status of collection items and to secure any permissions necessary for their
reproduction and publication, Requests for permission to publish materials must be discussed with the
archivist or librarian.

Acquisition Information

Manuscript donated to the Congregational Library & Archives, Janusary 2018, by Francis J. Bremer;
accession 2018-01.

Location of Copies

Digital copies of the manuscript are available at the CLA.

Processing Information

Processed by Zachary Bodnar, January 2018, using DACS Second Edition.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Covenant theology
• Covenants -- Religious aspects -- Puritans
• English literature -- Puritan authors -- History and criticism
• Puritan movements
• Puritans
• Puritans -- England -- Biography
• Puritans -- New England -- Biography
• Ames, William, 1576-1633
• Ball, John, 1585-1640
• Cotton, John, 1584-1652
• Fisher, Edward (active 1627-1655)
• Gillespie, Patrick, 1617-1675
• Goodwin, John, 1594?-1665
• Goodwin, Thomas, 1600-1680
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• Gouge, William, 1578-1653
• Mather, Cotton, 1663-1728
• Perkins, William, 1558-1602
• Preston, John, 1587-1628
• Pynchon, William, 1590-1662
• Sibbes, Richard, 1577-1635
• Tyndale, William, -1536
• Ussher, James, 1581-1656

Technical Requirements

Digital copies of the manuscript require the use of a computer program that can read .docx files.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Bibliography

"Michael McGiffert Obituary." The Virginia Gazette (Williamsburg, VA), July 23, 2016. http://
www.legacy.com/obituaries/vagazette/obituary.aspx?pid=180727911.
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Covenant Theology: The Unfinished Work of Michael McGiffert box 1 Folder 1

Table of Contents box 1 Folder 2

A Dedicatory Preface box 1 Folder 3

Introduction box 1 Folder 4

Alternate introduction 1 box 1 Folder 5

Alternate introduction 2 box 1 Folder 6

Chapter 1:The Problem of the Covenant in Puritan Thought box 1 Folder 7

Chapter 2: William Tyndale's Conception on the Covenant box 1 Folder 8

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/vagazette/obituary.aspx?pid=180727911
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/vagazette/obituary.aspx?pid=180727911
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Chapter 3: Grace and Works: The Rise and Division of Covenant
Divinity in Elizabethan Puritanism

box 1 Folder 9

Chapter 4: From Moses to Adam: The Making of the Covenant of
Works

box 1 Folder 10

Chapter 5: The Perkinsian Moment of Federal Theology box 1 Folder 11

Chapter 6: William Perkins: Conscience, Conversion, Covenant box 1 Folder 12

Chapter 7: William Ames and the Standard Model box 1 Folder 13

Chapter 8: Exemplary Perkinsians, Part 1 box 1 Folder 14

Alternative Chapter 8 box 1 Folder 15

Chapter 9: Exemplary Perkinsians: Part 2 - Organizing Federal Faith box 1 Folder 16

Chapter 10: A Federal Capstone: William Gouge and the Long
Perkinsian Moment

box 1 Folder 17

Chapter 11: John Preston's Design box 1 Folder 18

Chapter 12: John Ball's Evangel box 1 Folder 19

Chapter 13: Oxford Voices: The 1620s and Beyond box 1 Folder 20

Chapter 14: James Ussher: Churchman as Federalist box 1 Folder 21

Chapter 15: Richard Sibbes's Testament box 1 Folder 22

Chapter 16: Foedomachia box 1 Folder 23

Chapter 17: Radical Spirits box 1 Folder 24

Chapter 18: The Federal Marrow of Faith: Edward Fisher's
Adventure

box 1 Folder 25

Chapter 19: Righting the Covenants: The Perils of Federal Ignorance box 1 Folder 26

Chapter 20: Abraham's Ram: Redeeming the Moral Law box 1 Folder 27

Chapter 21: Federal Creeds: Westminster and Savoy box 1 Folder 28

Chapter 22: Federal Resolutions, Part 1: Preaching the Covenants box 1 Folder 29

Chapter 23: Federal Resolutions, Part 2: Teaching the Covenants box 1 Folder 30

Chapter 24: William Pynchon's Ventures: Federal Elision &
Enhancement

box 1 Folder 31

Chapter 25: John Goodwin, Arminian, and the Hypothetical
University of Federal Graces

box 1 Folder 32

Chapter 26: Transfer and Accommodation: A New England
Prospectus

box 1 Folder 33

Chapter 27: John Cotton in the World of Mankind: England and
New England

box 1 Folder 34

Chapter 28: New England's Soul at Stake box 1 Folder 35

Chapter 29: The Covenant of Works: Recession
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box 1 Folder 36

Chapter 30: The Covenant of Grace Incorporated box 1 Folder 37

Chapter 31: The Covenant of Redemption: Empowerment box 1 Folder 38

Chapter 32: The Covenant of Redemption: A High Federal
Prospectus

box 1 Folder 39

Chapter 33: A Glorious Cap: Continental Makers and an English
Stylist

box 1 Folder 40

Chapter 34: The Transaction of Heaven: Discovering, Engaging,
Improving, Applying

box 1 Folder 41

Chapter 35: From Darkness into Light: Thomas Goodwin's Walk box 1 Folder 42

Chapter 36: The "Great Mystery of the Gospel" box 1 Folder 43

Chapter 37: Propogating the Mystery: Five Theologians and a Poet box 1 Folder 44

Chapter 38: Patrick Gillespie's Federal Universe box 1 Folder 45

Fragment 1: Interval: Strategies - Visions - Directions box 1 Folder 46

Fragment 2: Nehemiah Coxe and he Federal Evangel box 1 Folder 47

Fragment 3: John Bunyan, Federalist: Of Parchment Rolls and
Convents

box 1 Folder 48

Fragment 4: John Owen and the Federal Wisdom of God box 1 Folder 49

Fragment 5: Anthony Burgess and the Grace of Eden box 1 Folder 50

Fragment 6: Baxter box 1 Folder 51

Fragment 7: William Bates box 1 Folder 52

Fragment 8: Thomas Manton: The Federal Discipline of Law &
Love

box 1 Folder 53

Fragment 9: The Covenant of Grace and the Human Condition box 1 Folder 54

Fragment 10: Brooks box 1 Folder 55

Fragment 11: Confession - How and Where box 2 Folder 1

Fragment 12: Dating John Cotton's The Covenant of Gods Free
Grace

box 2 Folder 2

Fragment 13: Nehemiah Coxe and the Federal Evangel: Adam to
Mosses to Abraham

box 2 Folder 3

Fragment 14: Tobias Crisp: "Christ is this Covenant" box 2 Folder 4

Fragment 15: Oliver Heywood: Popularizing the Plot of Piety box 2 Folder 5

Fragment 16: Thomas Hooker: Thumping the Perkinsian Drum box 2 Folder 6

Fragment 17: Rutherford, 1645 box 2 Folder 7

Fragment 18: Tyndale box 2 Folder 8
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Fragment 19: Thomas Watson Reads the Shorter Catechism box 2 folder 9

Fragment 20: Whistorn box 2 Folder 10

Manuscript USB flash drive

Restrictions on Access:
Restrictions on Access

The flash drive is a backup and not intended for patron use.
Please consult with the archivist for access to digital use
copies.

Scope and Contents

An external backup of the manuscript's digital files.

box 2
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