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Summary Information

Repository: Congregational Library & Archives

Creator: Hallock, William A. (William Allen), 1794-1880

Title: William A. Hallock journal, September 1822-September 1823.

ID: MS0087

Date [inclusive]: September 1822- September 1823

Physical Description: .01 Cubic Feet (1 folder) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Rev. William Allen Hallock was born in Plainfield, Mass., in 1794.
William would graduate from Williams College at the age of 25 and in
1819 he would enter Andover Theological Seminary. Upon graduation,
he was approached by Dr. Justin Edwards of the New England Tract
Society. William's work as an agent for the New England Tract Society
sent him across the states, visiting various towns in order to sell tracts
and memberships. Following the formation of the new American Tract
Society, William would be a corresponding secretary for about 45
years. William would marry Fanny Leffingwell Lathrop in 1829 and
would go on to have six children, though only two (Fanny and Harriet)
would make it past infancy. William would live until he was 80, dying
on October 2, 1880. This collection contains a single journal that
covers Hallock's travels across New England as an agent for the New
England Tract Society and American Tract Society (Boston, Mass.).
The journal covers expenses, locations he visited, miles he traveled,
comments about his day, and his sales.

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], in the William A. Hallock journal, September 1822-September 1823,
MS0087. The Congregational Library & Archives, Boston, MA.
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Biographical Information

Rev. William Allen Hallock was born in Plainfield, Mass., in 1794. His father was Rev. Moses Hallock
and his mother was Margaret Allen Hallock. William was the oldest of five, four boys and a girl. William
would graduate from Williams College at the age of 25 and in 1819 he would enter Andover Theological
Seminary. Upon graduation, he was approached by Dr. Justin Edwards of the New England Tract
Society. Dr. Edwards told William that the organization was in dire need of an agent and offered him the
job. He would accept the offer and begin his work for the New England Tract Society in September 1822.

William's work as an agent for the New England Tract Society sent him across the states, visiting
various towns in order to sell tracts and memberships. During this time, William became enthralled
with the society and resolved to expand its influence nationally. In 1825, such an opportunity appeared,
though with less input from William then he would have hoped. The New York-based Religious Tract
Society had called for a National American Tract Society that would be stationed in New York. William
expressed concern with this arrangement, but it seems he was convinced in the end that a national society
forwarded his goals more than staying separate. Following the formation of the new American Tract
Society, William would be a corresponding secretary for about 45 years. William would also provide
edits for tracts and the Society's publications.

William would marry Fanny Leffingwell Lathrop in 1829 and would go on to have six children, though
only two (Fanny and Harriet) would make it past infancy. In 1867, his wife Fanny would pass away.
The following year, he would marry Mary Angeline Lathrop, a writer of tracts for the young that he had
known while working at the American Tract Society. They would remain together until William's death
at the age of 80 on October 2, 1880.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

This collection contains a single journal that covers Hallock's travels across New England as an agent
for the New England Tract Society and American Tract Society (Boston, Mass.). The journal covers
expenses, locations he visited, miles he traveled, comments about his day, and his sales.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Congregational Library & Archives

14 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108
info@14beacon.org
URL: http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org

Restrictions on Access

Access to this collection is unrestricted and open to the public.

Restrictions on Use

Items in this collection are subject to U.S. Copyright Law. It is the responsibility of the researcher to
determine the copyright status of collection items and to secure any permissions necessary for their
reproduction and publication. Requests for permission to publish material must be discussed with the
archivist or librarian.

Acquisition Information

This collection has no source of acquisition and was never given an accession number.

Processing Information

This collection was never fully processed. In May 2020, the collection was processed by William
McCarthy.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Diaries.
• Account books.
• Travel writing.
• Hallock, William A. (William Allen), 1794-1880
• New England Tract Society
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• American Tract Society (Boston, Mass.)
• American Tract Society

Bibliography

Knight, Mrs. H. C., Memorial of Rev. Wm. A. Hallock, D. D., first secretary of the American
tract society. New York: American Tract Society, 1882. https://commons.ptsem.edu/id/
memorialofrevwma00hall.
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Journal, September 1822-September 1823 box 1 folder 1
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