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I love footnotes. 

All that tiny print at the bottom of a page might strike fear in some hearts, but to me it’s 

an art form. �at little superscript number, placed in the just the right spot, explaining 

exactly what you were just beginning to wonder about—I call it a thing of beauty.

Footnotes do a lot of heavy lifting for historians. �ey “show our work,” reassuring 

readers that we’ve done enough research to know what we’re talking about. �ey keep 

a story from getting bogged down in too much detail. 

All that citing and con�rming and clarifying can look like a morass of unnecessary 

information—and sometimes it is—but when they’re done right, footnotes make 

everything simpler. To me those little superscripts are reinforcement troops, helping 

me to tell my own story, clearly, honestly, and forcefully. 

�at reality has come home to us at the Congregational Library & Archives this past year, 

in important partnerships that have sharpened our sense of mission. �e collaboration 

has come in all forms—co-hosting public events with our neighbors, the Boston African 

American Historical Site and the Boston Athenaeum, and forging alliances with other 

historical societies and churches, cooperation that has resulted in major grants for New 

England’s Hidden Histories, our church records digitizing program. 

Partnerships bring students to our doors, the library interns from Simmons College 

and the researchers we help support through the New England Regional Fellowships 

Consortium. And then there was the class of third-graders from a small town in 

Kansas, who, with the expert help of our archival sta�, got excited about American 

history when they discovered the wonderful old documents on our website. 

�ese relationships succeed only because of our donors, who help us to be an e�ective 

and willing partner for others, whether they are third graders or ancient New England 

historical societies.

All of our partnerships are immensely valuable. �ey bring funding, resources, and 

visibility we would never achieve on our own. And in the end they help us to be who we 

are, the curators of a priceless historical legacy who are committed to keeping the past 

alive and relevant to twentieth-century people. �ere is beauty in 

that task too, especially when the work is compelling, challenging, 

and carried out in the company of friends.
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EXPENSE
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Building Management and Sta�

Professional Services

Programs, Support and Development
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TOTAL EXPENSE
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I came to the Congregational Library on the trail of a horri½c family murder-suicide of the 

American Revolution. The Library’s printed sermons certainly showed me how the clergy 

interpreted this kind of tragedy. But it sometimes made for gloomy reading, which is why the 

staff ’s joyful, personal attention meant so much to me. The archivists shared laughs with me over 

some intriguing collection titles—“Sermons on murders, dueling, etc.” comes to mind—and 

passed on daily suggestions for enjoying Boston’s North End once my work was done. That 

camaraderie made for two weeks of great fun in a truly pleasant place to study history.

DAVID THOMAS

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL FELLOWSHIP CONSORTIUM FELLOW 

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY



DONORS: OUR MOST VALUABLE PARTNERS!
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Architectural Heritage Foundation
Carnegie-Whitney Foundation
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Council on Library and Information Resources 
	 for the Mellon Foundation
H. W. Wilson Foundation
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MassHumanities
National Endowment for the Humanities
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Frank B. Porter, Jr.
Susan Rockwell
Marjorie H. Royle
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Richard H. Taylor
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All Souls Congregational Church, UCC, Bangor, ME
Je�ery S. Atwater
Edith L. Bartley
Margaret L. Bendroth
Bethany Congregational Church, Foxboro, MA
Mary E. Biedron
Black River-St. Lawrence Association, UCC
T. �omas and Barbara E. Boates, Jr.
Roger Burke
Tom Clark
Ashley Cleere
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference
Charles C. Dickinson
Doshisha University
Frederick J. England, Jr.
Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society
First Church in Malden, MA
First Church In Marlborough, MA
First Congregational Church of Lebanon, NH
First Congregational Church of Williamsburg, MA
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Stephen C. Gray
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Hancock United Church of Christ, Lexington, MA
Cary Hewitt and Bill Stephenson
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Faith Johnson
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S.C. Campbell Lovett
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North Shore Congregational Church, Fox Point, WI
Old Colony Association, UCC
Jack Osgood
Piedmont College
Pilgrim Congregational Church, Harwich Port, MA
Rhode Island Conference, UCC
George J. Roberts
Stephen R. Silver
Nancy B. Slavinsky
J. Richard N. Walker
Margaret M. Warner
Wellesley Hills Congregational Church, UCC, MA
Karin Wetmore
Beth Wilkins
Barbara B. Zikmund
$51—$199 

Addison Association, UCC
Jean Alexander
American College of Greece
Frederick M. Balfour
Barnstable Association, UCC
Joseph Bassett
Ross Beales, Jr.
Cyntha Biggar

Alan and Joyce Blanker
Mary K. Cayton
Roberta A. Chapman
Virginia H. Child
William H. Cla�in
Paul C. and Jacklyn B. Clayton
Judy Clewes
Congregational Church of Boothbay Harbor, ME
Congregational Church of the Messiah, 
	 Los Angeles, CA
James W. and Linda Crawford
Cumberland Association, United Church of Christ
Philip Currier
Marianne Dangelo
James H. Donnelly, Jr.
Richard W. Elliott
First Church of Christ, Bradford, MA
First Church of Christ, Hartford, CT
First Church of Christ, Lynn, MA
First Church of Christ, Marblehead, MA
First Congregational Church, Bennington, VT
First Congregational Church, Natick, MA
First Congregational Church, River Edge, NJ
First Congregational Church, UCC, Hanover, MA
First Congregational Church, UCC, River Falls, WI
First Congregational Church, Yarmouth Port, MA
First Parish Congregational Church, Dover, NH
Florence Congregational Church, MA
Beverley Gill
Glen Ridge Congregational Church, NJ
R. Wayne Grant
Linda Springer Gruber
Robert V. Guptill
Willie Lee Hart
Marian L. Hobbs
Gordon Hugenberger
Huggins and Witten, LLC
Nancy Stowe Inui
Rodric C. Johnson
Rick Kennedy
Diane C. Kessler
Dennis R. Knight
Ronald G. and M. Elaine Kurtz
Ladies Home Missionary Society
Arlin Larson
Coralinda C. Lincoln
Marshall and Eloise Linden
Gordon Lothrop
Douglas S. and Sarah A. Marshall
Sari C. Mauro
Jane Comins McCord and �omas McCord
Dave and Elizabeth McNab
Nancy McNulty
Dennis R. and Marilyn T. Moisio
William Frederick Moore
Mountain Congregational Association
National Association of Congregational 
	 Christian Churches
Matthew Needle
Perry and Susan Neubauer
Claudette and Gerald Newhall
Jack Newton
Robert P. Noble, Jr.
David G. Nussmann
Charles Packer
Michael Passmore
Steven J. Picazio
Plymouth County Geneaologists, Inc.
Avery D. Post
David M. Powers
Joanne Moosey Preston
Preston City Congregational Church, CT
Cristina Prochilo
Cli�ord Putney
Linda S. and David B. Rhoads
Lori D. Rogers-Stokes
Lois Rosebrooks
Garth M. Rosell
Daniel Sack
Dean S. Skelley
David W. Smith
Robert A. Smith
Llewellyn P. Smith
Reiner Smolinski
Southeastern Michigan Association of 
	 Congregational Churches
David Steece
Ann Stitt
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Carolyn H. Sundquist
Barbara A. Syer
Joan and Harlan Sylvester
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Stanley F. and Betsy Dole
Edgewood Congregational Church, Cranston, 
	 RI, UCC
John Mark Enriquez
Judith B. Erickson
Patricia R. Erwin
Sanford Fasth
John A. Fatherley
Mary R. Ferris
First Congregational Church, Peterson, IA
Suchesta Flynn
Janet B. and William F. Garber
Iva Gardner
Henry Gates
William A. and Ann Ghormley
Sherry Glab
Brent Gundlah
Alden C. Hebard
Robert and Constance Hellam
Anne Hodgman
Rev. Christopher Horvath
Paul Jackson
Ben Jaques
Linda Johnson
Franklin Jones
Jean F. Jones
Kathryn E. Judd
Mark Jurewicz
Nancy Kandler

Boardman W. Kathan
Yvette S. Kirby
Philip Laughlin
Paul I. Lee
Claire Loranz
Barbara Terry Mase
Je�rey C. Mason
Michael McGi�ert
Jane McInnes
Barbara Meyn
Emily Miller-Todd
Katherine Newman
Donald N. Nichols
William R. Nye
J. Yorke Peeler, Jr.
Alfred Persson
Pilgrim Congregational Church, Lansing, MI
Pleasant Hill United Church of Christ, OH
Jacob Poindexter
June and Steve Prader
Peter Preble
W. Roscoe Riley
Robert and Patricia Robbennolt
James R. Rohrer
Michele Ronnick
Kay Roush
Stewart Sanders
Donald J. Sevetson
David F. and Edna Shire
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Larry Sommers
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Too often student research for primary sources hits a brick wall when it comes to obtaining permission for 

usage. This is not the case, however, when it comes to working with the Congregational Library & Archives. 

The CLA not only assisted my students in obtaining permission for the photographs, in their possession, but 

also helped them in ½nding additional materials related to their project. Their assistance was invaluable.

NATHAN MCALISTER, HISTORY TEACHER

ROYAL VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL, MAYETTA, KS

GILDER LEHRMAN, MASTER TEACHER, FELLOW

The Congregational Library & Archives is home to a vast collection of artifacts and 

documents - historical gems, really, just waiting to be mined. I was impressed not only by 

its holdings but also by its exceptional staff and stunning location. The Library is a vibrant 

center for intellectual life and exchange in the heart of historic Boston.

HEATH CARTER, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, 

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES, VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY
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