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Summary Information
Repository: Congregational Library & Archives

Creator: Camp Talahi
Title: Camp Talahi records, 1949-1985.

ID: RG5527
Date [inclusive]: 1949-1985

PhysicalDescription: 0.22 Cubic Feet (1 box, 1 folder) 
Language of theMaterial: English .

Abstract: The land that became Camp Talahi, in Howell, Michigan, waspurchased from the Young Women's Christian Association ofDetroit in 1949. A nonprofit trust was created in 1951 by theCongregational Association of Detroit and the Michigan-IndianaSynod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church to manage andoperate the campground. This nonprofit organization managedthe campground until 1965 when the Michigan Conference ofthe United Church of Christ began directly managing CampTalahi. The camp is still operational and now known as theCamp Talahi Retreat and Nature Center. The majority of therecords within this collection are meeting minutes and reportsfrom the committees which together managed the campgrounds.The records also contain legal records related to the purchase ofthe campground lands and the incorporation of Camp Talahi.
Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], in the Camp Talahi records, 1949-1985, RG5527. TheCongregational Library & Archives, Boston, MA.
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Historical Note
The land that became Camp Talahi was purchased from the Young Women's ChristianAssociation of Detroit in 1949 for $35,000 by the Congregational Association of Detroit.The land was located in Howell, Michigan, adjacent to Lake Chenago. A nonprofit trust wascreated in 1951 by the Congregational Association of Detroit and the Michigan-IndianaSynod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church to manage and operate the campground. Thisnonprofit organization, Camp Talahi, Inc., managed the campground until 1965 when theDetroit Metropolitan Association, the successor to the Congregational Association of Detroit,relinquished control of the camp to the Michigan Conference of the United Church of Christ.The Michigan Conference solely supported and operated the campground until 2012. Thecamp operates today as the Camp Talahi Retreat and Nature Center and is managed by CampTalahi, a nonprofit organization formed by a consortium of Michigan United Church of Christmembers and ministers in 2013.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents
This collection contains records related to the administration and management of CampTalahi in Howell, Michigan. The majority of records are meeting minutes and reports from thevarious committees and boards which together managed the campgrounds. The records alsocontain legal records related to the purchase of the campground lands, the incorporation ofCamp Talahi, and the operation of the nonprofit organization that managed the campgrounds.The records also contain pamphlets, descriptions of the camp, a job description and blankemployment contract, a blueprint of the dining hall, and a large drawing of the campgrounds.
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Arrangement
Materials within this collection have been arranged in chronological order. Original order,which appears to have been chronological order, has been maintained within each folder.
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Administrative Information
Publication Statement

Congregational Library & Archives
14 Beacon StreetSuite 200Boston, MA 02108Business Number: 617-523-0470info@14beacon.orgURL: http://www.CongregationalLibrary.org

Restrictions on Access
Access to this collection is unrestricted and open to the public.

Restrictions on Use
Items in this collection are subject to U.S. Copyright Law. It is the responsibility ofthe researcher to determine the copyright status of collection items and to secure anypermissions necessary for their reproduction and publication. Requests for permission topublish material must be discussed with the archivist or librarian.

Acquisition Information
Materials were donated to the Congregational Library & Archives by the Rocky MountainConference, August 2021; accession 2021-10.

Processing Information
Processed by Zachary Bodnar, September 2024, using Describing Archives: A ContentStandard.
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Controlled Access Headings
• Church camps.• Congregational Association of Detroit
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• Detroit Metropolitan Association• Evangelical and Reformed Church. Michigan-Indiana Synod• United Church of Christ. Michigan Conference• Young Women's Christian Association of Metropolitan Detroit

Collection Inventory
Title/Description Instances

Legal records, 1949-1960 box 1 folder 1
Meetings and reports, 1949-1957 box 1 folder 2
Meetings and reports, 1958-1965, 1985 box 1 folder 3
Brochures, pamphlets, and handouts, 1980, undated box 1 folder 4
Camp descriptions, undated box 1 folder 5
Employment records, undated box 1 folder 6
Dining hall blueprint and campground layout, undated folder 7
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