THE GENEALOGY OF
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

IN A NEW CENTURY

Richard H. Taylor

A united and uniting church, the United ChurC}} ofl Fhrist [ucc] ha’s:
roclaimed its intention that the followers of ChI:lSt may all ‘Ze Oni"-
I\j\]e also have declared our desire to be a multi-cultural and multi
thnic church. .
) Iriléﬂective of our desire for unity is our own };s(t_iry arﬁd ?accigirsiﬁi
i r
oud to tell newcomers to the Unite urch of Christ
YNVE rf;rgsrent an amalgam of four major historical and denominational
traditions, and many smaller “hidden histories”” as well.

-

HOW HAVE WE DONE?

Do our numbers reflect our rhetoric? Do all. four trad}hons. hz:::
equal influence in the church? Do particu.lar traditions dom1?ate 13 ol
tain parts of the church? Have congregahons from all f}c:u.r 2 our
tions survived equally well in the Umte;d Church .of Christ? P

One of the announced goals in forming the Ur}lted Chu;c o ot
was to encourage and ease the process of formmg.ur&:e hO\irI;]lg\ 1%1 -
congfegations from the various historical groups in the ¢ .

this goal been achieved?

gome of our leaders have contended that, because most of our mem-

bers have joined since 1957 and know only a un}ilted c}t)mrch, (:;{( zrel}e)z-
iti j —or at least have been w A

rate traditions have chsappeared‘ or a .

Since people, however, actually join local congregations, tlhe se%arriti

traditions, postures, and beliefs of those congregations p ayda Of 4

nant role in UCC identity. Similarly, regional a‘ssoc1.at'1ons‘an cocr;. €

ences set the tone of the process and emphases in ministerial standing,
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traditional beliefs, and worship patterns. Have new and merged
churches moved us away from our earlier traditions to amalgamations
and new directions? Are associations and conferences places where
many fraditions are present?

Is our desire to become a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural church
coming true? Are we starting congregations that are more multi-ethnic
than our founding churches were? Which non-European ethnic groups
are growing in the United Church of Christ? Do most conferences and
associations reflect our goals to be multi-cultural?

To answer these questions, we took a sustained look at the 5,923
UCC congregations in the 2001 yearbook,' which represents the profile
of the church at the birth of the new century, December 31, 2000. Each
congregation was placed into one of ten historical categories:* Chris-
tian, Congregational, Reformed, Evangelical, Congregational Chris-
tian, Evangelical & Reformed, United Church of Christ, divergent
mergers, sequential mergers,” and unusual congregations.* These are
shown in two accompanying charts: Chart [—UCC Congregations by
Historical Origin and State; and Chart [I-UCC Congregations by His-
torical Origin and Conference.®

INITIAL CONCLUSIONS

The most striking fact in these numbers is that with ten historical
categories, only one category—Congregational—represents nearly one
half (44.4%) of all congregations. This group also includes an absolute
majority (more than half) of all congregations in twenty-six states, the
District of Columbia, and twenty of the thirty-nine UCC conferences.
With such a dominance in so much of the country, it seems logical to
argue that Congregationalism is the dominant ethos in much of the
United Church of Christ. This is also reinforced by the fact that Con-
gregationalism is the most common older partner in both divergent
and sequential mergers.

[t can also be argued that if one older historical group dominates all
others in pre-1930 churches, that its ethos will continue in post-union
congregations. For example, one could argue that Congregational
Christian or United Church of Christ congregations formed after 1930
in California, Arizona, or Florida represent primarily a Congregational
orientation. A random sampling of the names of these newer congrega-
tions, where “Congregational” predominates, and “Pilgrim’” or other
such names are common, suggests that this is true.

A second conclusion is that most UCC conferences are dominated
by only one historical group. In addition to the absolute majority of
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Congregational churches in twenty conferences, five conferences have
an absolute majority of Reformed churches; three have an absolute ma-
jority of Evangelical churches; and one has an absolute majority of
Christian churches. Two conferences have absolute majorities of post-
union groups: Congregational Christian in Puerto Rico, and United
Church of Christ in Florida. Thus, thirty-one of the thirty-nine confer-
ences have an absolute majority of only one historical group.

Only eight conferences do not have a clear dominant group. Three
of these—the two California-Nevada conferences, and Southwest—
have a mix of postunion congregations built on a predominantly Con-
gregational pre-1930 heritage. Only five conferences have truly mixed
groups of congregations: Central Atlantic, Illinois, Indiana-Kentucky,
Ohio, and Wisconsin.

What are the possible influences of one or another historical group
dominating in certain states or conferences? Conferences may have dif-
ferent traditions about the search process, ecclesiastical councils, the
power of church and ministry committees, and the setting or enforce-
ment of salary standards or other placement requirements. Traditions
for funding church-related institutions, the interchurch bodies them-
selves, and the presence or absence of per capita dues or apportion-
ments may be different. Congregations may have various internal
structures that may be confusing or awkward to new clergy coming

from other areas. Some congregations may have powerful focused dea-
con or trustee boards with loose-knit coordinating councils, while oth-
ers may have more centralized consistories. Congregations of one type
may stress congregational meetings, while others might assign most of
their business to the consistory or council. Some congregations may
make active use of creeds and catechisms, while others may have no
experience with them. Congregations will know different collections
of hymns, and use more or less formal liturgies. Congregations and
conferences may be more or less inclined to work with ethnic groups
with which they have a history or long-time connection. If two-career
families make it more likely for clergy to stay in limited geographical
areas, this will tend to strengthen the historical regional differences in

the church.

MAINTAINING TRADITIONS

How successful have we been in holding our various traditions to-
gether? We need to remember that a significant opposition movement
to the 1957 United Church of Christ union occurred among Congrega-
tional Christian churches. The fact that they had to vote individually
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to joir} the union would lower the proportion of thei -
remaining in the United Churchpof Plfjfhrist today. 1':1—'211-: Ssgfg;éltééghfs
Chart III—Historical Group Changes 1930 to 2000, where the percent-
age of Congregatj.onal and Christian churches from 1930 included in
the Unlt.ed Church of Christ today falls far below their Reforrﬁed and
Evangelical counterparts. It is interesting to note that the Evangelical
Synod congregations have had better “staying power.” A high;r e;-
centage of their congregations are in the United Church of Christ t [zi
than that of their Reformed partners. A
‘But the most startling concern revealed here is the signifi 2
cline amqng the Christian churches: Only a quarter of s&lgéiﬁ;?;tl;{??ﬂ
congregations are in the United Church of Christ today. An analysis of
pre-1930 Christian congregations compared with those in the United
Churc_:h of Christ today indicates that the loss of congregations has
been 11:’1ﬂuenced by both ethnicity and location. Of the Hispanic con-
gregations in Puerto Rico, 80.0% (3 full and one partial of 5) are still in
the _Ur.uted Church of Christ. Of the congregations in the former Afro-
Christian (;onventi011, 62.7% (93 full and 3 partial of 153) remain. Of
congregations in the former Southern Christian Convention (wh.ite)
42.7.% (94 full and 5 partial of 232) are still in the United Church 0%
fklllrlst, ;\7})1ile in t.he rest of the Christian denomination, onlv 17.2% (111
Snitzg C.l_i ri;rt;?lcitl- IZ‘:.?_) of the congregations are still active in the
' Do these numbers suggest that we have not been as successful in
;Etegratmg churches of different backgrounds into a united church
o aa;t;\) i Stk;?iliglt? Once we unite, do we help to keep one another’s
My 1981 article documented how many Christian congregations felt
excluded, and their traditions not honored in parts of the country
wht?re they were minorities.” The Christians’ strongest survival ratgs
are in conferences where they continue to be the ma jE}rit\-'——Afr&Chris—
?an igmdl‘tSouthemh. [f that is the case, it would suggest much more se-
‘ere declines in the survival i cas w in histori
RN of churches in areas where an historical
T’Pere is ev@encel elsewhere to suggest that this is true. Statistics for
195{ were printed in the 1958 Yearbook of the Evangelical & Reforimed
Church. Tn some areas where Evangelical & Reformed congregations
became the minority in the United Church of Christ dec]inégs have
been substantial. In the California Synod, 68.4% (7 fuli [one of which
trangferred to the Calvin Synod] and 6 partial of 19) remain. Only
17.(.)% of the Dakota Synod (5 full and 4 partial of 51) are now.in the
United Church of Christ. In the Pacific Northwest Synod, 47.4% (8 full
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and 1 partial of 23) are in the United Ct_lurch of Christ. In the Rockji
Mountain Synod, 39.1% (6 full and 3 parhal‘of 23 [1 unusual congre§a '
tion not reported in 1957 had some Evangelical background]) are t(iu a;},
in the United Church of Christ. These numbers cover only fortjy—t;ne
years, compared with seventy years in Chart III. Nonetheless, in t 11*ee1
out of four instances, the survival rates are We].l below the naihon.a

Evangelical & Reformed rates. In the other direction, the Penmsy varfusri
Congregational Christian Conference repgrted 193 congrggaglgrfs oh
1957: A’; this time, 36.9% (35 full and 3 partial) are in the Unite hurc

of Christ.

FACILITATING LOCAL MERGERS

One of the announced goals of the union was that it unld falcﬂltabte
local mergers of congregations from various UCC tradxt}onb, t Jerfm);
forming stronger congregations. Actually, the oPpoFtumty tc;i bo? 8
would depend upon an overlapping of the territories serve 1 }1 o1
various constituent groups. As the state and cnnfe'rence tot‘a]s.nls 10w,
most parts of the United Church of Christ are dominated I?y 0 g.r ;zl}e
group; thus, the opportunities for local unions would be limitec .t’ ] Pi;
not surprising, therefore, that only 121. dlvgrggnt merger c&:in(g:r}:zga 1}: "
(only 2.0% of our congregations) exist within t}_le Unite : ur(zj 1
Christ.” We have actually been more successfful in undertaking lua
alignments and federations with congregations in other denomina-
tions whose territory we overlap. The research office of the .denm;lrl;i\;
tion reports that in the 2001 Yearbook, 204 of our .congregatlonso( t.- 7o
were dually aligned to other denominations, while 178 congregations

(3.0%) were federated.

A MULTI-CULTURAL MULTI-ETHNIC CHURCH?

Are we succeeding in our desire to be a multi-cultural, mul.tl—ethgé
denomination? In 1930, only the Christiaps of the f01.1r ma]’f)r U
church partners had more than 10% of thei.r congregahoP? :rlt?t?on-
European ethnic identities. Black congregations totaled lo.nl %o 0 C}10‘E:;E:
reported that year."” Because of the severe decline of non-ethnic : mi-
tian churches, only 67.8% of their remaining chu.rches are .ot gréhomL
nantly European origins. Other older churchfes in t.he Umtz e }J\l}c_
of Christ today are predominantly European in oxig. (_Selze)d bar99 e
Ethnicity of Historical Groups.) European roots are E.\hlbltl.l v %.20/0
of Reformed congregations, 99.2% of Evtangellcal congl‘egahons, : zi
of Evangelical & Reformed congregations, and 91.1% of Congrega
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tional churches. This begins to drop in Congregational Christian
churches, where only 78.0% exhibit a clearly European ancestry, while
the number of United Church of Christ congregations living today lists
only 59.8% of European cultural identity, and 2.0% are multi-ethnic. It
is clear, therefore, that in newer churches, the denomination is moving
away from its Eurocentric history.

AREAS OF GROWTH

Among what ethnic groups is the United Church of Christ growing?
Chart V reveals that most non-European ethnic groups within the
United Church of Christ have the highest percentage of their oldest
congregations coming from a Congregational background. Some—
such as American Indian—have an even higher percentage of their con-
gregations of Congregational background than is true of European/
White congregations.

Among Congregational Christian churches founded between the
unions, the largest number of ethnic churches begun or received were
Hispanic. These figures reflect the merger with the United Brethren
churches in Puerto Rico, and other new church starts there. The second
strongest non-European ethnic group during this period consisted of
African American congregations.

Since the formation of the United Church of Christ, the Jargest num-
ber of non-European ethnic churches are to be found neither in the
African-American community—traditionally the nation’s largest non-
European ethnic group, a population where the United Church of
Christ has strong historic connections—nor among the Hispanic com-
munity, often touted as the group soon to be the nation’s largest ethnic
minority. Instead, the largest group of non-European ethnic churches
begun or received as UCC congregations is in the Pacific-Asian com-
munity. Over one hundred (20.3%) of all current UCC congregations
founded or received since the union are of Pacific or Asian heritage.
African-American congregations follow in second place among non-
Europeans, and Hispanic are third.

Much of the Pacific-Asian growth has been centered in Hawaii,
where the United Church of Christ is the largest Protestant denomina-
tion. In Hawail, 68.1% of all congregations identify their heritage as
being predominantly Pacific or Asian, while 26.5% id entify themselves
as multicultural churches. In almost all cases, Pacific or Asian groups
form the largest partners. Together, these groups represent 94.6% of all
Hawaiian churches. Hawaii accounts for 43.5% of all Pacific-Asian con-
gregations in the United Church of Christ, and 26.7% of our multi-
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cultural congregations. In Hawaii, multi-culturalism is c.)ften tlf'le norm,
with some churches representing mergers of congregations o Varloltlcs)
ethnic groups, and congregations that have moyed from one group >
another. Even a few of the minority of Predommal}t'ly European con
gregations in Hawaii were once predommantly‘ 1?ac1f1c Islfmder.. -
On the mainland, three of our most recent. Pacific and Asian migls lges
now have the highest number of congregations. (See Chart V—Iden i t’fyh
of Mainland Pacific Islander-Asian Congre.g.atlon.s.) Samgan—w1
twice as many congregations as any other Pacific-Asian ethnic group—d
Filipino, and Korean congregations have moved ahead of ]apaneg; an :
Chinese in numbers of congregations. Our growth among Paq ic is
land and Asian groups, however, does represent favorable 11nr1rm;
gration: The Congregational Christiar} churches are by f.ar -theh a;ghei—
religious group in Samoa, and The United Church of Christ 1‘r/1v the 'Oié -
ippines is one of that nation’s leading Protesta.n.t churche;. ftre] ice
in this growth, but raise questions about our ablhfy to reach ou 0 pth
ple from other new or significantly growing ethnic communities in the
Un\ll\t/idhit\?;easlso examined congregations that have changed predom.1-
nant ethnic identity. (See Chart VI—Historic'al Background. of E.thtn}ic
Groups.) We find that 12.1% of African—Amerlcap congregations ‘1/\r]1h'te
United Church of Christ have grown—at least in part—out of White
congregations. This is also true of 5.0% .of American Indian cc-)fng:}elngl
tions and 3.6% of Hispanic congregations. It appears that i fe. nic
change within a congregation is to ?app}?n, Eduropean to African
i i change most commonly achieved. N
Anllsz(l)iarl;laltsicfﬁeproviged in the United Churcl.z of Chr-ist Statzstzcnl Hafnd—
book," indicates that while ethnic congregations exist in most conT(i:f—
ences, non-European membership is concentrated in just ao fixlvh-t ;3
report shows that 28 of the 39 conferences have over ?0.0 7o 1be
Euro-American membership. Only in three conferences is that number

under 70.0%.1*

IN CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it appears that historic roots are still very pro.n}mﬁnt
with the United Church of Christ. The preponderance of spec1ﬁ.c. is-
torical traditions in most conferences serves to kee'p those tradltlo(;s
alive, but possibly to weaken and perhaps even obhtefate other t;a i-
tions in their areas. The significant decline over the union years of one
of our historic traditions—Christian—may raise concerns about our
ability to form styles of process that are truly inclusive.
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While more and more of our new churches come from non-Euro-
pean ethnic traditions, and serve to move us towards becoming a
multi-ethnic and multi-cultural church, much of this growth has been
generated by positive immigration from sister denominations, Adding
churches among the nation’s largest non-European ethnic groups or

among new immigrant groups has moved forward at a much slower
pace.

The genealogy we carry in the twenty-first century is still rooted in
congregations drawing from our primary ethnic ancestors: the Britigh
Puritans of New England and their descendants, and colonial and later

German or Swiss immigration, particularly in Pennsylvania and the
Midwest.

NOTES

12001 The United Church of Christ Yearbook (Cleveland: United Church of
Christ, 2001).

2. We have ca tegorized congregations by the group they first joined and not
by name. Many churches have changed their names. Many post-union
churches have chosen names that reflect earlier denominational groups,
such as Congregational. Such name development is not taken into consid.
eration in the charts and totals shown here. Congregations originating as
independent congregations or in denominations not part of the United
Church of Christ are shown with the first UCC denominational status with
which they appear.

Before the First World War, many German congregations moved back
and forth among various denomina tions: Reformed, Evangelical, Evangeli-
cal Protestant, or German Congregational. We show these only in their
post-war identity. Also, other congregations that identified with one or an-
other of the root denominational groups, but then moved throu gh another
period of more than thirty years, eventually coming back into a different
UCC related group, are shown only with their most recent identity. An
exception is that three Congregational churches in Massachusetts went
into the Unitarian departure, but later returned to the Congregational
Christian or United Church of Christ bodies. These churches are shown as
Congregational.

Although the unions of the four major bodies occurred in 1931, 1934,
and 1957, we have used slightly different dates to categorize congrega-
tions. Publications of the Congregational Christian churches continued to
distinguish between Congregational and Christian churches though the
end of 1933. All churches, including all new listings from 1934 on, appear
as Congregational Christian. The Evangelical & Reformed Church main-
tained Reformed Church classes and Evangelical Synod districts through
the end of 1938, and congregations were thereby distinguished as Re-
formed or Evangelical. All churches, including all new listings from 1939
on, appear as Evangelical & Reformed. The United Church of Christ listed
Congregational Christian conferences and Evangelical & Reformed synods
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ars. Indeed, Congregational Christian churches
t to join the United Church of Christ, and those
not joining were intermingled with those joining through the voting,
which initially took place in 1960 and 1961. New congregations added
through 1960 are distinguished as Congregational Christian or Evangeli-
cal & Reformed. Congregations appearing from 1961 on are identified as
United Church of Christ.

Churches from the Congregational Christian tradition that had not
voted to join the United Church of Christ by the initial date of July 4, 1961,
but did so at a later date, are shown by their original historical origin iden-
tity.

}I,n both the Congregational Christian union and the United Church of
Christ union, a few new mission congregations were organized jointly by
both groups, when church identities were still generally distinguished.
These few congregations, listed early in the post-unjon categories, are in-
cluded with the united groups. In all three unions, a few congregations
anticipated the completion of the union, and joined local bodies of the
other uniting denomination. Such congregations are shown only as part of

their original historical group.

separately in its early ye
had to vote whether or no

3. Congregations that trace their roots back to two or more congregations are

treated as divergent or sequential if at least one of their root congregations
is from a category different from the others. Divergent mergers include
congregations that by their identity would have been in different denomi-
nations at some time, such as Congregational Christian and Reformed. Se-
quential mergers include congregations that by their identity would have
been in the same denomination while coming from differing backgrounds,
such as Evangelical and United Church of Christ. When the merger or
mergers over time that formed a local congregation indicate historical de-
nominational categories that would qualify the congregation to be shown
as both divergent and sequential, it is shown as a divergent merger. Local
congregations that are mergers of churches with backgrounds in United
Church of Christ bodies and backgrounds in bodies not part of the United

Church of Christ, dually aligned churches with one or more denomina-

tions, and federated churches swith one or more denominations are listed

only with their UCC formative designation.
4. These unusual churches include the following:

—Four congregations are post-union continuing Congregational Christian
churches that later decided to join the United Church of Christ. One con-
gregation is a merger of two post-union continuing Congregational
Christian churches that also merged with a small Congregational church
that had not joined the United Church of Christ, the fully merged church
later joining the United Church of Christ. Two congregations are modern
minority divisions from other congregations that claim to continue their
earlier congregations—one Congregal'ional, one Evangelical.

—Five local congregations are mergers of congregations from divergent
UCC root groups that united within a few decades of the national
unions, but which local mergers continued in only one of their root bod-
ies: Three are Congregational and Evangelical mergers, all of which con-
tinued with the Congregational Christian churches. Two are Reformed
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and Evangelical mer i inui
e g gers, with one continuing Reformed and one Evan-
—Er;}t:‘ncm*t%regatiuns are mergers within a few decades of the national
e alnx ere a congregation with a root in one UCC bod y merged with
ferrgs tclrongregatmn or corgregations of other bodies, and then trans-
Ref0m1e‘§ ;elz:c;?ergeg colngzegatiuns to another root UCC body Or;e
: was involved with a local merger that bec o
gational Christian; one Evangeli oy T e
b gelical church was involved with
merger that became C : i isti it e
merg ongregational Christian; one Christi
involved in a local merger that b ' el g s
' a loca at became Congregational; and is
tian church was invulvc?d in a lo i
] cal merger that, after a i inde-
e psndence, became Congregational Chr:’s%ia_n. e
. mh:n entst lof the Umte_d C!mrch of Christ know that, in fact, there have been
St;ea};n ;) O1fertl de[r}om%agﬁnal movements and unions into the various
he Unite i i
o urch of Christ. These include at least the fol-
a. iicc?:;;ie ol'c'i ::gmmon historical roots, the 1801 Plan of Union, and the
mmodation, many churches were active in P 3 il
\ : man resbyterian judicato-
;]aersly b;: ;fg\leqbgcl&pr mEtu t?e Cinngregat'ional fold. These :'nchjde some
: es in New England, and a large number of : i
in New York and Ohio, alon i 5 o tate e a5
! , @ ¢ with others in scattered states, Thes
A ' 5, e are
Zﬁuigﬁgﬁgzrﬁﬁ bCongrsﬁanfonal. Congregationalism also incluéles
churche ad been part of joint Presbyterian and i
" gterc];lurchfbud ies centered in Wisconsin aﬁd Oregon Egmeton
+ Churches of the Strict or Separate Congregati diti
e e P gregational tradition are shown
L &ertlll;:é?:: of c(ijan%regatéoﬁfl Methodist (New York group) Wesleyan
_ . and Reforme ethodist churches transferred i : :
gational associations before 1931, and oo o
3, Earna Srsact P o 31, and are Founted as Congregational.
Many and conventions of the Congregati
e e \ ‘ : ongregational Method-
group) united with the Cong i ists
1888 to 1892. Those remaini i i e e o
> 1892. aining, including three in Al e i
%eorgm, are shown as Congregational. k e
e. : (";i; E\'angelxcal Pmtest“an.t Church of North America united with the
ia egéelg?hm};ll chufches in 1924 /1925. Some of their former churches
ater. Those listed as Congregational includ i i
2 ; z three in Indi
one in Kentucky, one in Missouri, five i io (includi ho
_ 2 , five in Ohio (including one me
a regular Congregational church), four i D
£ ), four in Pennsylvania (including on
: i . | i {2 2
gé;ig;i rtg;j ;egou}l\qa %?ngregﬂtmna] church), and a partner in a c?i\-er_
er in Ohio. Shown as Congregational Christi i
oo as g ristian are one in In-
iy 0. Shown as United Church of Christ is one in
f. All the various German Ref i
C ormed bodies that spli i
}%900 are shown here as Reformed. ER e R o
g. Calrlnzhteh;’aEr\l(;Es (13.errln§n Evangelical bodies that united into what be-
J elica eri
o g ynod of North America are shown here as Evan-
h. E;vfcg ;.‘Ilgszeg: (ﬁf thf Refci)rmed Church of Hungary united to the (German)
e urch in the United States throuch iffi i
< . gh the Tiffin Agreement in
1921. These are listed as Reformed, and include one in Cunnaecticut one

(o]
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in Illinois, one in Michigan, two in New Jersey, two in New York, five
in Ohio, and four in Pennsylvania, as well as one partner in a sequential
merger in Michigan, and a partner in a divergent merger in Ohio.

i. A group of African-American Methodist Protestant churches are said to

have become part of the Christian denomination. They are included
with that group.

j United Brethren churches in Puerto Rico united with Congregational

and Christian churches on that island to form the United Evangelical
Church in 1931. In 1955, all United Brethren churches in that body
began to be listed fully as Congregational Christian churches. These in-
clude fifteen congregations in Puerto Rico, together with an additional
merged congregation of a United Brethren and a regular Congrega-
tional Christian church.

k. The West New York Association of Community Churches joined the
Congregational Christians in 1943. These churches are listed as Congre-
gational. They include five churches in New York and one partner
church in a divergent merger in that state.

1. Beginning in 1959, Schwenkfelder churches in Pennsylvania began to
seek membership in the new United Church of Christ. A majority of
these churches are now part of the United Church of Christ, including
one listed as Evangelical & Reformed, one as United Church of Christ,
and one a partner in a sequential merger.

m. Beginning with Riverside Church and Judson Memorial Church in New
York City, several liberal Baptist churches in New York, New Jersey,
Michigan, Illinois, and California, have joined or become dually aligned
with the Congregational Christians and the United Church of Christ.

n. Many other congregations—either independent or from other denomi-
nations—are included within the group they initially joined.

. Christian data is based on a more thorough study than that in Chart I1I,

based on the work in my article, “The Congregational Christian Union at
Fifty Years: An Assessment,” Bulletin of the Congregational Library, Volume
32, No. 3 (Spring Summer 1981), 4-13. There were actually 1,136 churches
listed in the 1930 Yearbook, nine of which were listed twice. One, by our
definition, was a Congregational church. Fifty-six Christian churches,
however, that later reappear were omitted from the Yearbook. This gives us
a base of 1,182 congregations with which to work. Partials here indicate a
Christian presence in sequential, divergent, and unusual congregations.
The overall percentage here is 28.3%. In 1980, the percentage was 35.9%,
indicating continued decline in the past twenty years.

. Ibid., passin.
. Tt should be pointed out that a large part of the Dakota Synod left with the

Eureka Classis schism.

. Of these congregations, 112 represent two historical groups, 8 represent

three historical groups, and one represents four historical groups. The
combinations with number of congregations are as follows:

Two way: Congregational and Christian—17; Congregational and Re-
formed—15; Congregational and Evangelical—31; Congregational and
Evangelical & Reformed—S5; Christian and Reformed—?5; Christian and
Evangelical—1; Christian and Evangelical & Reformed—1; Congrega-

10.
TE:
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g:ﬂ'lél-]‘ICh{-i?;?:giggqiﬂnr?éﬂ—l ; Congregational Christian and Evan-

al—3; ationa risti i

}Reformed vl stian and Evangelical & Reformed—4;

T ”C(;,; .:t;.'?_lf.' Cc_mgregationa l, Reformed, and Congregational Christian—1:
gregational, Reformed, and Evangelical—4; tongmgational Chris-

tian, and United Church of Chrigt—oa- R y
gelical & Reformed— 1. rist—2; Christian, Evangelical, and Evan-

Four way: Con i .
S tj—l_ gregational, Reformed, Bvangelical, and United Church of

Eﬁifig(l-gn??gaﬁo:f have 252 root identities as follows: Congrega-
Chr;sl‘i'in 3 q."l.l‘lbtlflnr—.—.-_f ; Reformed—56; Evangelical—7(); Congregah'uga]
an—9; Evangelical & Reformed—11; United Church of Christ—3.

I h{:‘] e ]'ld\’e ﬂ] b en Seqllell hll . <l =
50 be 4:3 s I V
lergers ;tallbl](ﬂ l\r t 181 ire ten ty
x g I i I e e two

; y potential types of sequential mer:
'E'}Li I:(;j:}];.:ﬁf Evo-tvayfequen tial mergers exist, but none ofgtt;'lr: Hﬂé«il:a?f
‘ ations and number of congregations a f el
tional and Congregational Christi ? rogettunel s
; _Longregational an—13; Congregational and Unj
Sﬂ:l{lrél; :;f c%lz:rﬁ,t—-—o; Chrl stian and Cnngregatiunaﬁ CT‘LIiStiEII‘l-——]];uChL‘;il;lit:ﬁ
s (ff Chr?-;rtCh ;ﬁRLl;rlst——dl ; Congregational Christian and United
_ ; 15t—2; Reformed and Evangelical & Reformed—g:
{211}1;153921_1:1 ;IEmvted ICI_quch of Cl}n'st—(a'; Evangelical and E\f;?gel?u.:aJR g
e vangelical and United Church of Christ—5; Evangelical &
& t'e-l an‘d' United Church of Christ—1. These 43 congregations have
- o? Identities as follows: Congregational—18; Christian.—2, Cong
fional Christian—16; Reformed—12; Evangelical—8; Evan h-:l‘ lhregﬂ-
_ffl;lr_med—-lll; Unired Church of Christ—20. i e
24 SSL}:':?EJ {d P_::rL 1'.:151’.-";{ E}-‘ the more accurate counting, plus 0.4% Hispanic
4 ited Chiu }.If of Christ Statistical Handbook 2001 {Cleveland: O?ﬁ :
eneral Ministries, United Church of Christ). . et

12, 1Ibid., 63.
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CHART IV
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Congregational Christian; RF

ER = Evangelical and
= Total

Evangelical;

Reformed; EV _
UU = Unusual congregations; TO

Pacific Islander or Asian;

DV = Divergent mergers;
-American; Pac/Asian

African

Christian; CC
Sequential mergers;

roup following); Afr.-Amer.
American Indian

— Congregational; CH
iy f Christ; SQ

Hispanic; Am. Indian

MI. = Multi-racial (with largest g

Abbreviations: CG
Reformed; UC = United Church o

Hspc.

CHART V

Identity of Mainland Pacific Islander—Asian Congregations

United Church of Christ—2000

Conference | State| Samoan | Filipino| Korean | Japanese | Chinese ﬁzzl Other
CAL-NV-NO| CA 12 7 2 2
CAL-NV-SO | CA 19 3 4 1 1-A
CAL-NV-SO | NV 1
CENT-ATL | NJ 1
CENT-ATL | VA 1
IL IL 2 4 1 1-B
MA MA 1 1-C
Ml MI 1 1
NY NY 1 2 3 4
NO. PLNS. | CN 1
OH OH 1
PA. S.E. PA 1
RI RI 1
RKY. MTN. | CO 1
RKY. MTN. | UT 1 2
SO.CENT. | TX 2 2 1
SO.EAST | GA 1
WA-N.ID. WA 6 1 1
TOTAL 42 19 11 10 9 6 3

Chinese Includes Mandarin, Formosan, Taiwanese, and mixed or other Chinese.

Asian-Indian includes Malayalam, Tamil, East Asian Guyanese, and mixed or other.
A—Marshallese

B—Assyrian C—Laotian

Abbreviations: State abbreviations according to normal usage: CN = Manitoba, Canada
CAL-NV-NO = California-Nevada North; CAL-NV-SO = California-Nevada South;
CENT-ATL = Central Aflantic; NO. PLNS. = Norihern Plains; PA. S.E, = Pennsylvania

Southeast; RKY, MTN. = Rocky Mountain; SO. GENT. = South Central; SO. EAST =
Southeast; WA-N.ID. = Washington-North Idaho
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